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For the American Sunday School Magazine. 
TO THE EDITOR. 


A constitution and by-laws are essential to the systematic formation of Sun- 
lay Schools, and contribute greatly to give them permanency and success. 
Desirous to promote the general utility of these institutions, and knowing 
that a form of this kind is often inquired after, | send you a copy of that 
adopted by our Sunday Schcol: it will serve, at least, as a model, till expe- 
rience shall have matured one more perfect. If thought expedient, give this 
a place on the pages of your Magazine, for the consideration of my fellow 
labourers. Samuset W. Seton, Superintendent. 


CONSTITUTION AND BY-LAWS OF SCHOOL NO. 23, OF ** THE NEW- 
YORK SUNDAY SCHOOL UNION SOCIETY.” 


The pastor and members of the Beriah Baptist Church, together 
with the associate teachers, convened for the purpose of establish- 
ing a Sunday School, in conformity with the provisions of the Sun- 
day School Union Society of New-York, do adopt the following 
constitution and by-laws, to regulate the concerns of this depart- 
ment. 

1. It shall be called Sunday School, No. 23, of the New-York 
Sunday School Union Society. 

2. The concerns of this society shall be managed by a Patron, 
a comers committee, two superintendents, a secretary, and as 
many teachers as shall serve to conduct its several divisions. 

S. ‘The officers of this Society shall be elected by ballot. ‘The 
superintendent and secretary’s term of service shall expire yearly, 
on the second Sabbath after the Sunday School anniversary; and 
the standing committee, half yearly, viz. at the period above-men- 
tioned, and the third Sabbath in November ; and an election shall 


be held the week previous to the aforesaid terms. 
Vor. IL—I 
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4. The pate of the church shall be patron of this society ; 
and it shall be his care to aid and counsel with the superintendents, 
in all the concerns of the school; to be a member, ex officio, of the 
standing committee, and at all meetings to be entitled to a cast- 
ing vote. 

5. The duties of the standing committee shall be to adjust all! 
differences arising in the school, and to adopt new regulations and 
improvements, during the recess of the 6 peer meetings ; but 
all such regulations and improvements, must be further subject to 
the consideration of the society. 

6. The superintendent, with the consent of the standing com- 
mittee, shall be privileged to receive teachers, and appoint them to 
the usual duties in the school, who, after serving three months, 
shall be elected by ballot of the teachers, a special meeting being 
called for this purpose. 

7. All subscriptions, collections, and donations, shall be equally 
applied to the support of the male and female schools attached to 
this church; and any residue shall be paid over in equal parts to 
the New-York Aves fo School Union Society, and the New-York 
Female Union Society for the Promotion of Sabbath Schools. 

8. The stated meetings of this society shall be held during the 
second week in May, and second week in November ; extra meet- 
ings may be called by the superintendents, with two-thirds of the 
teachers. 


BY-LAWS. 


1. A meeting for prayer shall he held monthly, in concert with: 
the female school. 

2. The hours of opening the school shall be nine in the morning, 
and close at a quarter past ten; open again at one o’clock, and close 
at half past two; the opening st closing of the school shall be by 
appropriate exercises, at the discretion of the superintendents. 

3. The regular number of each class shall be ten. 

4. Each teacher, from the time he begins instructing, shall remain 
with his class, and shall there continue his exercises till signified of 
the closing of the school; it shall be his duty to keep his class si- 
lent and attentive, by the most temperate means, and to deliver 
over all unruly boys to the superintendents, who shall take proper 
account of them, and report them to their respective parents or 
guatdians, or correct, reprove, or suspend them, at discretion ; but 
in no extremity shall any child be sage from the school, such be- 
ing the more proper objects of Sunday school discipline. 

5. A monitor of order shall be appointed to aid the superinten- 
dents and teachers in maintaining order in the classes, with the 
least interruption to their exercises. 

6. The usual duties of the school shall be remitted to one class 
in rotation, (at seasons at the discretion of the superintendents,) 
for the purpose of receiving religious instruction apart from the 
school. 
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7. As the success of Sunday school teaching depends so much 
upon an acquaintance with the habits and dispositions of the chil- 
dren, every plan that strengthens attachment between teacher and 
scholar, should be encouraged ; there shall, therefore, be no ad- 
vancement from one class to another ; but should any learner im- 
prove beyond another, it will be expedient for his teacher to pro- 
mote him to a separate division in the same class. 

8. The following shall be the system of rewards in this school : 
seven marks for punctual attendance, and as many for good beha- 
viour, shall entitle the scholar to the society’s monthly Bible certi- 
ficate ; each one attending punctually, and behaving well all day, 
shall, in the afternoon, receive a ticket from his teacher; these 
tickets shall be redeemable in tracts: a record shall be kept by the 
superintendents, for the purpose of registering the names of such 
as have conducted well the whole year, each of whom shall receive 
a suitable reward. This book shall be opened the Sabbath after the 
anniversary, the record puplicly read, and the rewards distributed, 
This register shall be called “ The White Book.” 

9. It being expedient for the good order of the school that each 
teacher remain with his class during the whole exercises of the 
school, there shall be one boy appointed to communicate with the 
superintendents, or secretary, in regard to obtaining books, and 
other materials for transacting the business of the class, &c. and 
should this be deemed a privilege by the children, then it shall be 
by preference; and the most deserving scholar of the class on the 
Sabbath previous, shall be messenger for the day. 

10. The superintendents shall visit the classes in rotation, du- 
ring the time of instruction. 

11. It shall be the duty of the superintendents to visit the pa- 
rents, if practicable, every quarter—but it shall by no means be 
neglected half yearly—for the purpose of reporting the progress 
and behaviour of the children. A list of absentees being made out 
every Sabbath, they shall be visited during the week, and should 
their detention be through sickness, the superintendents shall, from 
time to time, visit them, until they return to the school. The 
teachers shall, as often as practicable, visit the children at their 
homes. ‘There shall be no other appointment of visiters besides 
the superintendents and teachers, they being the more Abe per- 
sons, and such an intercourse will increase the facilities of teach- 
ing the children. 

12, No teacher shall permit his scholars to retire during the hours 
of the school, but shall in all cases refer to the superintendents, or 
some person appointed to take cognizance of the order and disci- 

line of the school. 

13. There shall be no preference in the standing of the scholars 
in their classes, and no change of place or number by superiority of 
exercises. 

14. A roll of the teachers shall be kept, and regularly called. 
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Such accustomed regularity and system in the heads of the school, 
will have a tendency to impress the minds of the children with a 
serious sense of the importance of that discipline to which they are 
subject themselves. 

15. The teacher shall report the amount of recitations—the con- 
duct of the children, &c. the last week in each month, from which 
reports the superintendent aud secretary shall make out the monthly 
statement of the school, to the society’s visiting committee; the 
superintendents shall also report the state of the school, quarterly, 
to the pastor. 

16. Selected portions of scripture, comprising from ten to twen- 
ty verses, shall be arranged for every Sabbath im the year, exclu- 
sive of the first Sabbath in every month, when, instead of the 
regular lesson, the children shall be taught the ten commandments 
—be examined on the rules of the school—receive directions for 
prayer, and have other religious and moral instructions given them, 
at discretion of the teachers. 

17. “ Instruction meetings”? shall be held at the homes of the 
children, by either the teachers or superintendents, for the purpose 
of social worship, or reading of tracts, &c. for the benefit of the 
children exclusively. Similar meetings may be held for the pa- 
rents, at times to suit the convenience of those who may have the 
care of them. 

18. There shall be quarterly examinations of the classes reading 
the scriptures, to which the superintendents, at discretion, may in- 
vite the parents of the children, and the elders and members of the 
church. ‘The pastor, as patron of the school, shall be present at 
such examinations, and, if thought expedient, shall distribute re- 
waris. 

19. As the high aim of the Sunday school teacher is to win souls, 
persuasion ihentd always take the place of coercion in all the deal- 
ings with the children; there shall, therefore, be no law for corpo- 
ral punishment in this school, and no teacher shall carry a rod or 
whip, during the hours of school. 

20. A beak shall be kept in which shall be defined the particular 
duties of every member of this society. 

21. The teacher of each class shall be left to his discretion in 
performing the duties of his class—except as provided for by these 
regulations. 


—2+ eo 


For the American Sunday School Magazine. 
FAMILIAR QUESTIONS ON ACTS 1:1—14. 


It is universally admitted, that, however desirable storing the 
memories of children with the word of scripture may be, it is 
still more desirable that their minds should be enlightened, and 
their consciences awakened by its solemn truths. But it is to 
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be feared that many Sabbath school teachers, in their eagerness to 
credit a long lesson, or in consequence of neglecting to prepare 
themselves by previous study and reflection, content themselves 
with the former, without much effort to effect the latter. The prac- 
tice of asking familiar questions upon the lesson, something like those 
that follow, giving the children an opportunity to ask questions 
of their own, and requiring them to select passages in proof of the 
correctness of the answers given, appears to me to be well calcu- 
lated to effect this important object. The first division is intended 
for the younger, and the second division for the elder scholars. 


The lesson is in Acts 1:1—14, and may be given out to a whole 
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school, or to a single class. 


FIRST DIVISION, 


Who is the author of this book ? 
Luke. 

To whom did he address it ? Theophi- 
lus. 

What did Christ give to his apostles ? 

What else did he do? 

What things did he speak to them 
about ? 

What commandment did he give 
them ? 

What did John baptize with ? 

What were the apostles to be baptiz- 
ed with? 

What question did they ask him when 
they were come together ? 

What was his answer? What was to 
come upon the apostles? 

In what places where they to be wit- 
nesses unto Christ ? 

What happened after he had done 
speaking ? 

What removed him out of their 
sight f 

Who stood by them while they were 
looking up into heaven ? 

What questions did the angels ask 
them? 

What did they say about Jesus ? 

What did the apostles then do ? 

into what place did they go? Why 
did they go to a place so retired ? 

Who lived there? Who was with 
them on this occasion besides the 
women and Mary? 

What did they all continue to do? 


SECOND DIVISION. 


What is meant by the former treatise ? 
The Gospel according to Luke. 


What account did that treatise con- 
tain? 











What is meant by his passion ? His suf- 
ferings. 

How many days did Christ remain on 
the earth after his resurrection ? 
At what particular times was he seen 
of his disciples Repeat the pas- 

sages where it is recorded, 

What is meant by the kingdom of 
God in this place? The Christian 
church that was about to be estab- 
lished. 

How long were they to remain at Je- 
rusalem ? 

What did he mean by the promise of 
the Father? The influences of the 
Holy Spirit which he had promised 
to send them from the Father. 

Is the Spirit promised to others as 
well as the apostles? Yes. Repeat 
the proofs. 

What is meant by being baptized with 
the Holy Ghost? It is not only re- 
ceiving power to work miracles and 
speak different languages, but hav- 
ing abundant light beam into their 
minds, and grace diffused into their 
hearts. 

How many days did they wait before 
they experienced the fulfilment of 
the promise? Ten days after our 
Lord’s ascension. 

How did they wait? by sitting down 
in idleness? No, although they had 
no doubt of receiving the blessing, 
yet they prayed for it day and 
night. 

What may we learn from this? If we 
would enjoy the influences of the 
Holy Spirit, we must entertain the 
most unwavering confidence that 
God is willing to give them; we 
roust desire them earnestly and strive 
for them diligently, 
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Have we reason to expect them in 
any other way? No. Repeat the 

roofs. 

What did they mean by restoring 
again the kingdom to Israel’ they 
meant a temporal kingdom. 

What practical lesson may we learn 
from his answer? there are some 
things which are not proper for us 
to know. Repeat proofs. 

What testimony were they to bear 
concerning Christ? They were to 
testify to the truth of his resurrec- 
tion and miracles, and tothe purity 
and excellence of his doctrines. 

What are we to understand by a cloud 
receiving him out of their sight. 

They saw him ascend so far into the 
air that at last a cloud intercepted 
their sight. 

At what place where they when this { 
took place ? On a mountain called 
Olivet. 

How far was this from the city of 
Jerusalem? <A Sabbath day’s jour- 
ney or about one mile. 

Who were these two men? They 
were angels in the form of men. 
What are we to understand by what 

they say concerning Jesus ? 

Although he was now ascended to his 
glorious throne in heaven, to re-| 








turn no more to reside on earth in | 


his former condition, yet he would 
assuredly come at length in like or 
visible manner ia the clouds of hea- 
ven to judge the world, and to gather 
to himself all his believing people 
as he had often promised them. 

Whiat practical influence ought the 
fact of the ascension of Christ to 
have upon you? It ought to lead 
me every day to think of Christ as 
having ascended to his Father and 
my Father, where he ever liveth to 
make intercession for me. It ought to 
influence me constantly to place my 
affections on things above where 
Christ sitteth, hoping and praying 
that I may at last be where he is to 
behold his glory. 

What influence ought the truth, that 
he is coming to judge the world 
have upon you ? It ought to make 
me realize that although the Sa- 
viour is now kindly saying to 
every sinner, ‘‘come unto me and 
I will give you rest,” yet the day 
will come when he will take ven- 
geance on them that know not God 
and obey not the Gospel of his Son. 
It ought to lead me to prepare for 
his coming by the immediate exer- 
cise of repentance towards God and 
aith in our Lord Jesus Christ. 

Z. 
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QUESTIONS FOR SUNDAY SCHOOL CHILDREN.—No. IX. 
Concluded. 


is it not very wicked to tell a lie ? 

When your mother sends you any 
where and you stay inthe street and 
play, and she asks you where you 

ave been, must not you tell her ? 

A great many little children tell lies, 
and God does not love such chil- 
dren, but will send them to hell. 

You know what it is to tell lies, and 
you must never do it, even if you 
are afraid of being beaten : you had 
better be whipt, than tell a lie and 
offend God. | 

Besides, when you have done any 
thing wrong, if you own it and are 
sorry for it, you will not be whipt 
or punished, but you will be for- 
given. 








It children go into people’s orchards 


and get apples, is not that steal- 
ing ? 

Suppose there are a great many ap- 
ples, and nobody would know you 
stole any, may you then goand take 
them ? 

There is one who knows every thing, 
and who sees in the dark night as 
well as the day, so that you can 
never take any thing and no one see 

ou. 

6 steal, is to take any thing that 
does not belong to you; now if you 
see a needle, or an apple, or a nut, 
or a penny, and take it, that is 
stealing. 

And if you find any thing that is lost, 
is it yours ? 

If you were to lose any thing, and a 
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boy or girl were to find it, would 
you like them to keep it and say 
“It’s mine, for I found it.” 

You have no more right to it because 
you found it, than you have to take 
it away or steal it. 

What are people that steal called ? 

They are called thieves. 

Will any body trust a thief? 

No: if I hear of a little boy or little 
girl that steals, I will never trust 
them. 

Do you know when theives are found 
out what is done to them? 

They are shut up in jail, all alone, 
with only straw to lie on, and very 
little to eat, and in some places they 
are hung: a rope is pulled tight 
round their necks, so that they die. 
And where do you think their souls 
go; to live with God, or to the 
wicked one ? 

Now when you see any thing that is 
not yours, and want it ever so 
much, you must not take it: re- 
member God is looking at you if 
nobody else is. The best way is 
not to want other people’s things. 
God will take care of you and give 
you enough, and you must not be 
wishing for what is not yours. 

Who takes care of the little birds and 
the animals? 

Then he cares for you more than for 
them, for you have a soul that must 
live for ever, and they have not. 
You can think and talk and the lit- 
tle birds cannot. 

God takes care of even the little flies, 
so he will certainly see that you 
have enough, if you don’t go to 
stealing and lying to get it. 

Some children, if they see a little girl 
or boy havea new hat or new shoes, 
wish it was theirs—now if you take 
good care of your old clothes, and 
not tear them or dirty them, some- 
body, may be, will give you new 
ones ; or you can try and work and 
earn a little money to buy clothes. 

Need you be ashamed of old clothes ? 

Need you be ashamed of dirty 
clothes ? 

Some children as soon as they put on 
their clean clothes, go and play in 
the dirt, and they rub their dirty 
hands on their clothes and look so 
bad, that nobody likes to have them 

near them—nobody likes dirty chil- 








dren. No matter if your clothes 
are old and patched, let them be 
clean, and people will like to have 
you by them, and perhaps give you 
new clothes. 

Who likes dirty children ? 

Who likes clean children ? 

Should not little girls try to keep their 
mothers’ houses clean, and wash 
their own faces and hands and feet. 

I have seen some little children, some 
of you, look just like the pigs, all 
over dirt, and have seen you sit by 
the door all amidst the dirt, and 
never try to clean it away. 

Now don’t do so any more, but try 
and keep clean and help your mo- 
thers. God loves little children 
that try to be good and clean, and 
good people love them too. 

What sort of a place is heaven, where 
good people go when they dic ¢ 

Must we all die? 

Must little children die ? 

Yes: Sometimes they live to be men 
and women, but sometimes they 
die when they are quite little. 

Many little children who used to goto 
Sunday school and to Church, as you 
do, grew sick and died ; their eyes 
were shut, and their mouths were 
shut, and they could not breathe 
any more, and they were cold and 
stiff, and people nailed them up in 
a coffin, and dug a deep hole in the 
ground, and put them in and cov- 
ered them up—and then their souls 
went up to God; and if they were 
good children they are in heaven 
now, but if they were bad, where 
are they ? Remember, as these chil- 
dren died, so must you; the time 
will come when you will be cold 
and dead, and put in a coffin, and 
buried deep in the ground, and 
your soul go to God, 

Shall the bodies that are buried deep 
in the ground ever get up again ? 
Yes: at the last day God will call 
them all either to come and live 
with him, or to go to the bad place. 

Shall you ever die and be cold and 
stiff and covered up in the ground ? 

Shall you always stay there ? 

What day will God call all the people 
to get up out of their graves? 

What will he do with the good peo- 
ple? 

What with the bad people? 
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; What sort of a place must bad people and stealing, and make you love 

go to? Jesus Christ, and take you to hea- 
4 Must they always stay there? Who ven when you die, for his sake 
yy lives there ? And if you think about God, and want 
a Who lives in heaven? to be good, God will look down 
i Now you should every day kneel from heaven and hear you, and he 
fai down and pray to God to make you will make you good. But if you 
fi good children, and keep you from don’t love him he won’t love you 
Fe quarreling, and lying, and swearing, nor listen to you. 


To the Editor of the American Sunday Schoo] Magazine. 
New-York, February 15, 1825. 


Sir: In compliance with a resolution passed at a late meeting of “ The 
General Association of Sunday School Teachers,” I send for publication in 
your Magazine, the following remarks, read before them, on the subject of 
exciting an interest among congregations, in behalf of Sunday schools. This 
essay combines many excellent hints and plans—may their circulation, 
through the medium of your Magazine, accomplish the desired end. 

Antaony P. Harsey, Secretary. 


MEANS OF EXCITING AN INTEREST FOR SUNDAY SCHOOLS 
AMONG THE CHURCHES. 


The plan of connecting Sunday schools with the several churches, 
however it may have originated, was certainly judicious, and pro- 
mised great and beneficial results. It is, however, a matter of sur- 

rise, and a subject that calls for inquiry, that though Sunday schools 
rave long been thus presented to the churches for their fostering 
care and patronage, yet this connexion, which ought to have in- 
sured, (as it anticipates,) their aid and benefactions, remains in 
most cases but’a nominal one. How it thus falls out that these insti- 
tutions, so avowedly popular among Christians, should possess so 
small a share of their personal attentions, is as surprising as it is 
painful. It will be allowed that no interest is so deep and lasting, 
as that which is excited by personal knowledge of facts; for how- 
ever the sympathies may be excited by what we hear or read, yet 
the interest raised in the mind, before long grows faint on the me- 
mory, and the heart soon loses that sensibility, either of joy or sor- 
row, which may have been awakened for an object by glowing de- 
scriptions, while a single appeal, by that object i/se/f being presented 
before us, claiming a personal care, enlists our patronage, and wil! 
leave the most lively impression on the mind, as it has excited a 
feeling interest in the heart, from a personal knowledge of its me- 
rits. It is for want of this staal knowledge of schools, that so 
little interest is excited among congregations, for the schools attached 
to their respective churches. This is evident; and here, then, mus‘ 
the remedy be applied to lessen an evil, that, however it may not 
oppose, nor effectually embarrass, the advancement of the schools, 
yet too often retards their progress by the many causes of discour- 
agement that it presents even to the most sanguine and persevering 
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teachers. To arouse congregations from this apathy, and to excite 
in them a lively interest in Sunday schools, it should be, in the 
first place, the object of the founders of these institutions, so to or- 
ganize them as to claim the personal interests of the pastor and 
elders, or other officers of the church, either as managers of the 
society—as visiters of the sick, or inspecting visiters of the 
schools—occasional lecturers to the scholars—leaders in the school 
prayer meetings, or in rotation to be invited to conduct the open- 
ing and closing exercises of the schools on the Sabbath. It is very 
plain that they will never feel interested, unless they are brought 
personally to the schools, or the schools are brought to them. 

A plan already successfully practised,* may be here recommend- 
ed—that of forming a society in the congregation itself—its offi- 
cers and managers chosen from the elders, or wardens, or other 
pious laymen of the church—the pastor to be president or patron 
of it. ‘Thus, by a small subscription from a// the congregation, 
sufficient funds might be raised to support several schools. The 
managers of each school should report, quarterly, to this “ Congre- 
galional Association for Sunday cohol. But various are the 
plans that may be named in furtherance of the proposed object ; 
one alone of which, if put in es might, like a little spark, 
kindle to a flame the latent zeal of every congregation. An occa- 
sional letter from an elder scholar to the pastor, written under the 
instruction of the superintendents, might have a good effect, and a 
quarterly examination of the pupils, in reading, and Bible ques- 
tions, would doubtless be of great utility. The scholars might be 
assembled, for a general distribution of rewards, on New-year’s 
day, when they should be addressed by the pastor. Small bands 
of the scholars might be statedly sent to either the pastor or church 
elders, to be examined on proofs of scripture subjects. Let the su- 
perintendent report briefly, once a month, the state of the school, 
to the pastor, and as a means of exciting the minds of the congre- 
gation. Let a judicious extract be given from the quarterly school 
report, that they might be informed of the number of the scholars 
—their attainments, and the interesting facts that may have occur- 
red among them. ‘This plan would still be necessary, even though 
congregational societies were formed ; for it would be multiplying 
the sources of information, all tending to bring the schools person- 
ally before them. A sermon should be preached yearly, (not 
oftener,) to parents and children—a general report read—the chil- 
dren sing an appropriate hymn, and be rewarded. The American 
Sunday School Magazine, and other similar publications, should be 
circulated among the church members by subscription from the 
fund of the school. Extracts from these might be successfully read 
at the private prayer meetings, and before the Bible classes. 

The all conquering means of prayer, doubtless, would create an 
interest, or revive the feelings of: a congregation, which had fallen 








* The highly prosperous state of the Charity Schools of St. George’s, is 
evidence of the utility of this plan. 


Vou. IL—K 











id 

* 
: 
24 
P 


‘ 
} 
a4 
wach 


“EE 
Sail ate Bee 


m . ' A Pe Se eee 
ae SS ae <p fy “ ~~ 
ee eee ae ate ae ; a a 
: ie a 9 on 








74 MISCELLANY. MARCH 








into a neglect of its Sunday schools. For this end let the super- 
intendent send a monthly notice to the desk, desiring the prayers 
of the church for their Sunday schools, and let this also be request- 
ed at the weekly prayer meetings of the church, and especially 
when they assemble for prayer on Sabbath mornings, during the 
hours of teaching the school, for “ while they were yet speaking,” 
Jehovah might hear and answer. 

Another useful plan of exciting an interest in the congregation, 
would be, to select, from time to time, certain of them to be in- 
vited, by card or printed notice, to visit the school at that particu- 
lar date. Many might be persuaded to attend in this way, that 
would otherwise be totally indifferent as to the existence or pros- 

rity of the school. By such means, if persevered in, it would be 

ound that the pastor, the church, and congregation, would become 
personally acquainted with the lovely character of an institution 
of which they would then, doubtless, be ready to acknowledge they 
had before entertained no correct ideas. But none of these means 
will prove so efficacious in securing the interested attention of the 
pastor and the church, as the successful means of — several of 
its members actively engaged as conductors of the schools. 

To the practical operation of this noble plan, of thus connecting 
the Sunday schools intimately with the pastoral charge, there can 
be no objection : it is just and reasonable, and few are the faithful 
ministers of the gospel, who would not find it profitable to their 
own souls, and to the people of their own charge, to be engaged of- 
ficially, in some way, with the Sunday school. Would not the el- 
ders and members of the church, also, find religion revived within 
their own hearts, from the same cause, while they were in the ha- 
bit of observing, in the conductors of the Sunday schools, (a faith- 
ful band, though few,) the practical influence of that tender love of 
Christ that dictated the beautiful precept, concerning these little 
ones, which they so much delight to honour ; that wherein he says, 
“suffer the little children to come unto me, and forbid them not.” 

But to make a solemn and feeling inquiry, is it not a blot and scan- 
dal to the church that is thus inactive, and indifferent to these excel. 
lent institutions, bearing the name and character of schools of Christ ; 
devoted to the religious instruction of the young? Is it not also a 
shame, as it is a grief, that they should so long plead in vain for 
the aid of those professing themselves to sit at the feet of our great 
Teacher, sent from heaven? And where can we find an answer to 
the question, Why are there not found Sunday school teachers in 
every church? Let the inquirer stand, on the Sabbath, in the midst 
of one of our numerous and crowded sanctuaries, whose courts are 
filled with the middle aged and young, and counting two or three 
hundred, prefessedly living members of Christ—then cast his eyes 
to yonder gallery, and behold that straitened little company of 
Sunday scholars, and hear a whispering angel say, “ ¢hey perish for 
lack of knowledge.” “Who careth for their souls?” and directing 
an admonishing look to those people of God, he might seem to say, 




















1825. MISCELLANY. "5 








«these are the treasuries of the rrutH’’—will they let their wis- 
dom die with them? Why not hasten to obey our shepherd, ** feed 
my lambs, if thou Jovest me.”” Where are the thousands of Israel? 
Are they not found most treacherously neglecting that command of 
eld, which directs the church concerning the religious instruction 
of the young. ‘“ ‘Thou shalt teach them diligently to thy children, 
and shalt talk of them when thou sittest in thy house, and when 
thou walkest by the way, and when thou liest down, and when thou 
risest up.” May the time hasten when it will be truly obeyed. But 
let Sunday school. teachers be without fear, and without reproach— 
having the answer of a good conscience, and blameless—while the 
rebuke, reprove, and counsel their brethren in the church, till their 
help is won to this worthy cause, and till they delight in its duties 
and privileges. Let the appeal be constant and reiteated, till a 
band of faithful, godly teachers, shall come out from the ranks of 
the household of the faithful, and build up Zion—* teaching every 
man his neighbour,” till all shall know the living and true God, and 
Jesus whom he has sent. 


— + a 
For the American Sunday School Magazine. 
TRAITS OF JUVENILE CHARACTER. 


‘** While there are some strong points of resemblance in all, both the young 
and the mature, each individual has some particular trait of character pecu- 
liar to himself. Thus, the study of mankind in general, and of each indivi- 
dual’s special character, may be useful.”--Lloyd’s Teacher’s Manual.* 


A thorough knowledge of the He bap of the scholars is as 
essential to the teacher as a knowledge of the nature of the soil is 
to the farmer; neither can cultivate their fields of labour with 
success, without some guide to the proper aliment required to 
nourish and promote their growth; and as the different soils re- 
quire different management, to render them fruitful, so, also, a dif- 
ference of treatment is required in training the young mind; and 
a nice observance of the facts connected with this subject, offers 
important advantages and facilities to the Sunday school teacher. 
I am desirous, therefore, that the following sketch of the character 
of a class of Sunday scholars, should be transferred to your pages, 
because it will exhibit a very good specimen of an important part 
of a teacher’s duty. It is given as it originally came to me, in the 
forin of a report from one of my teachers, after some acquaintance 
with his scholars. It will add variety to your pages, and I think it 
will also prove pleasingly instructive. It will readily be perceived 
how useful such a record must be to a superintendent, or teacher, 
and how well calculated the production of such a report is to inte- 
rest them in the school. A SuPERINTENDENT. 


MY SUNDAY SCHOOL CLASS, 


In making the following remarks on the character and disposi- 
tion of the scholars in his class, the teacher is sensible of his own 


* Now in press by the American Sunday School Union. 
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imperfections, and before he mentions the first name, he humbly 
desires that this text may be impressed on his own mind: “Cast 
out first the beam out of thine own eye, and then shalt thou see 
clearly to pull out the mote that is in thy brother’s eye.” 

John B. is the monitor of the class. He is of an amiable dispo- 
sition, a good student, and, with the exception of a few blemishes, 
may be estimated the best, or rather one of the best, among — 
five boys, that compose my interesting and important charge in the 
Sunday school. His parents are professing Christians, and of a re- 
spectable rank. 

William C. is very intelligent—has a rich mind, and good memo- 
ry, but is rather officious: if he would be still, and more indus- 
trious, he would be a shining star. Parents are professing Chris- 
tians, and respectable. 

John F. ‘This boy is active in body and mind; a good reader, 
(but too loud)—sometimes trifling in behaviour—would be a fine 
lad if he had more solidity of character. Parents respectable, but 
indifferent to religion. 

John M. If John were more attentive and respectful in school, and 
less playful out of it, he would certainly rank high: he has a vigo- 
rous mind ; reads well, though sometimes careless. Father is intem- 

rate—mother decent, industrious, and somewhat serious. 

Abraham B. The conduct of this sad youth in school often excites 
a frown from his teacher. I am sorry to add that he uses very bad 
language, and is in the habit of bringing things to school, which it 
is a shame for any boy to have at any time, or any where—se- 

rs! &c. He has weir good qualities—is a tolerable learner, and 

think has considerable sensibility. He may be moulded to be a 
worthy boy. Parents reputable, and both church members. 

James R. and Isaac F. These lads have good and bad qualities 
of mind, very-similar, and are both interesting, smart fellows ; but 
very liable to be led astray by the ill example of others. ‘They 
as yet do well, but must be stirred up to greater things. James’s 
parents are decent, but indifferent to religion. Isaac’s reputable— 
mother serious. 

Abraham V. used to obtain a ticket every Sabbath ; was attentive, 
but flags of late. He is reserved and dull—needs encouragement 
—with industry, there is no fear but he will do well. Parents poor and 
careless. Abraham has long been in the habit of hawking matches. 

A. W. is attentive and respectful ; it is a pity he should not feel 
more interest in his “ Lesson Book.” He should not mind what 
his schoolmates idly say. I desire he may keep in the same path 
where I found him, “ the way wherein he should go.” He is tracta- 
ble. Parents respectable—indifferent to religion. 

James K. promises well; he has more good traits about him than 
bad. He is slow, but with care ought not to be inferior to others. 
Parents very reputable, and are both church members. 

William A. This meek little lad I have not yet visited: he is 


apparently of respectable breeding, and possesses a sweet and de- 
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licate temper. He is more studious than any other in the class. 
The teacher feels afraid he will be injured when some boys that are 
next him set bad examples. 

Adrian R. has the demeanour of a person more advanced in life, 
behaves tolerably well, and shows much solidity of character. Pa- 
rents reputable. 

William H. Very talkative, and otherwise troublesome in the 
class. I had formed a good opinion of him at first—the late pub- 
lic reproof ought to have produced reformation. Nothing interest- 
ing in his character: hopes, however, entertained that he will be a 
successful scholar. Father intemperate ; mother decent—both care- 
less of religion. 

Joseph B. is like a piece of dull metal, which, by rubbing, be- 
comes bright, but because of alloy, again loses its brilliancy, and 
needs continual polishing. He is sober and dignified: with time 
and application I think he will not be excelled by any. Fathera 
drunkard—mother reputable and serious, but poor. 

Charles Z. is inattentive, and has singular deficiency of talent ; 
is fourteen, and has been regularly at school five years. Parents 
reputable, and both church members. 

William F. Much room for improvement, but no inclination to it 
at present. Indolence, and want of respect to his teacher are his 
chief faults. Should he compare himself with others younger than 
himself, I have no doubt he would attempt to do better—reads in- 
differently. Parents very careless. 

Richard C. has something very valuable in his character, but it is 
almost continually hid by his obstinacy and rudeness. He is proud 
and bullying, but possesses a good understanding. If he looked 
more at the inside than the outside of his book, I should have bet- 
ter hopes of him. Parents very reputable, and both church members. 

John 'T. is of docile manners, with only occasional deviations : 
a tolerable pupil, but irregular. Mother decent—a church member 
—indulges John. 

G. D. Cannot correctly report of him. Attends only half the 
day. Parents reputable, and church members. 


Remarxs.—Although there is a diversity of disposition in these 
boys, yet there are frailties and excellencies common to them all. 
i consider them a company of men in miniature, having similar 
passions and affections—likes and dislikes—hopes and fears. All 
are ambitious for superiority ; but with different views: all appear 
to seize with ardour some fleeting idol, chosen from the various 
follies of the world, which engross so much the minds of those who 
have no care for the souls of men. It sometimes happens that this 
idol of their hearts betrays them in a careless and unsuspicious 
moment into transgression ; yet such youthful passions, can, we are 
well persuaded, be displaced by sentiments more to be desired, and 
more satisfying than the toys and bubbles of time. In this little 
groupe may be seen one, though of the tenderest years, with a spi- 
rit aping the soldier, he has seen parading in yonder street. Ano- 
ther is mentally flying a kite: a third is meditating on sailing or 
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swimming, hone on the Sabbath day. In that corner there is a 
bey who earnestly wishes that Sunday school and church were over, 
that he may go to play at “ marbles” or “top.” Is not this aston- 
ishing ! Certainly so; because it occurs in school, and often when 
looking at their books, and always when looking off, or when the 
teacher’s eye is not towards them. But how cheering! No sooner 
does the bell ring for attention—the teacher look, or speak—or the 
superintendent appear, than all in a moment is silence and order. 
Those little whims—those evil desires, which just before had occu- 
pied them, are fled, and they are quickly supplanted by a few words 
of salutary and timely advice. ‘Thus, by a happy arrangement of 
every thing connected with the government and utility of the 
school, each pupil is trained in the ways of heavenly wisdom, 
“whose paths are pleasantness and peace:” and each returning 
Sabbath brings with it the useful admonition, “ Remember now thy 
Creator, in the days of thy youth.” J. G. Teacher. 


> * ene 


TEACHING ARITHMETIC IN SUNDAY SCHOOLS, 


A question on this subject was proposed and discussed at a late 
meeting of the “ Association of Male Sunday School Teachers,” 
in this city, and we now comply with a request to give a sketch of 
the debate. | 

“ Question 5.—lIs it proper to teach a scholar arithmetic in a Sun- 
day school ? N. R.” 

e opener remarked, that it would be improper to teach arith- 
metic on the Sabbath, because it was not the design of Sunday 
schools to give any other but religiows instruction. He had never 
heard of an instance of its introduction, and believed it would bea 
breach of the Sabbath. A superintendent remarked, that the mem- 
bers seemed to manifest a disposition to leave this question, and he 
rose to offer some reasons why it should be discussed. It was not 
merely because it had been placed on the list of questions which 
the association had approved of, as proper to be discussed, but be- 
cause he thought the subject entitled to some consideration. He 
was of opinion that a measure calculated to enlighten the under- 
standing, might be very properly introduced—that religious in- 
struction would have but little effect, without some foundation to 
work upon: the study of common arithmetic was calculated to ex- 

nd the mind ; and a great many persons, particularly among our 
coloured population, had no other means of acquiring this kind of 
instruction, so necessary to enable them to pursue the common du- 
ties of life, with credit to themselves and benefit to their families ; 
that so far from being a breach of the Sabbath, it ought to be class- 
ed among the acts of mercy. Another member remarked, that if 
the knowledge of arithmetic was a good thing, it was lawful to 
teach it, because it is lawful to do good on the Sabbath day. There 
are many religious subjects which can not be understood, or even 
examined, without the use of numbers: Christ justified it by his 
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allusion to the hairs of our head, and the sparrows—but care 
should be taken as to the motives with which it is taught. Religion 
alone should be the ground. On the other hand, he observed, its 
being a good thing in itself did not justify the teaching of it on the 
Sabbath; that many lawful things which might be done on other 
days, should be dispensed with on the Sabbath ; it was unnecessary, 
because they could be taught on other days, many schools being open 
for that purpose: that Sunday school teachers had little time 
enough to give religious instruction, by the use of the Bible. 

A teacher expressed a wish that the question might be settled : 
he thought too much time would be occupied in work of this kind 
—that to teach the Bible was all sufficient, as a means, andthe final 
happiness of wen does not depend on their knowledge of arith- 
metic: he therefore moved, that “it is inexpedient to teach arith- 
metic in a Sunday school.” ‘This motion having been seconded, 

The president remarked, that the study of arithmetic had been 
introduced into many schools in England, but had been given up on 
the ground of its being more expedient to teach it on week days. 
He knew of a person who had never received any instruction but in 
a Sunday school, and he is now a distinguished merchant in Liver- 
rool. 

A teacher thought this motion should not be decided = too 
hastily—that many circumstances might present themselves to 


justify the measure, and if the association disapprove of it, the in- 
troduction of it when it might be useful would be perhaps prevent- 
ed, and it may be taught in the country, where they have no other 
opportunity of learning this useful science: he therefore moved 
that the resolution lie on the table, which motion was lost, and the 
resolution was finally adopted, the association thereby disapproving 
of teaching arithmetic in Sunday schools. 


———b 


THE LOCAL SYSTEM. 


The managers of the Sunday School Union, Charleston, 8. C. 
have divided the city into ten districts, which are described in the 
“ Intelligencer,” and have published the following “ Rules to be ob- 
served by the superintendents and teachers of the Union.” 

1. Every school shall be bound to get every child in its district, 
that is of a suitable age, and not previously engaged, if possible, to 
attend some Sunday school, and shall search regularly for such 
children. 

2. No superintendent or teacher shall attempt to draw off a scho- 
lar already attending on any school, whether connected with the 
Union or not. | 

_3. Every superintendent or teacher, in urging a parent or guar- 
dian to send a child to Sunday school, shall propose that the child 
be sent to that school which the parent may prefer, or if there be 
no preference, to the school which is in the same district, and to 
which the teacher belongs. 
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4. Every school shall confine itself to its own district in looking 
for new scholars. 

5. Every school shall, notwithstanding, retain its right to visit its 
scholars who may happen to reside out of the district assigned it, 
* may receive any new ones, whose parents may prefer such 
school. 
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AMERICAN SUNDAY SCHOOL UNION. 


The Corresponding Secretary has egree a circular letter with 
a blank form of a report, which will be duly forwarded to all the 
auxiliary societies, or unions, with the request that it may be filled 


4 up and returnrd in time to reach here by the first of May next. In 
“| order to give the managers of the auxiliaries more time to collect 
4 and arrange the information called for in the secretary’s circular, 
a we have selected from it the following questions. It is the wish of 
aa the board of managers to ascertain the number and condition of all 
* the Sunday schools in the United States and its territories; and 


persons who feel interested in these institutions, and are not im- 
mediately connected with any of our auxiliary schools, would ren- 
der the cause a service by giving us information on all or any of 
the points embraced in these questions, with respect to their own 
towns or districts. 


1. What is the name of your society or school ? 

2. Has the name of the society been changed? 
If so, state the former name. 

S. In what town, county, and state is the so- 
ciety or school? 

4. Where does the secretary reside? Mention 
the town, county, and state. 

5. What is the nearest post-office ? 

6. In what year and month was the society or 
school established ? 

7. If the society has more than one school, how 
many? 

8. How many male teachers are there? 

. How many female teachers are there? 

10. How many male scholars are therer* 

11. How many female scholars are there ?* 

12, How many male and female scholars usually 

attend ? 

13. How many of both sexes are above the age 

of fourteen? 

14, What hours during Sunday is the school held? 
| 15. Is there any probability of the school or so- 
4" ciety being increased? By what means, and 
a to what number? 

* 16. Under whose direction is the school or so- 


| t * Not the average attendance, but all that may belong to the school, though 
ie they are not constant attendants. 
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18. 
19. 


20. 


ea 
$2. 


ciety placed ? of an individual or commit- 
tee? State the names of the superintendents, 
and their residence. 


. How many scholars are reading in the Bible 


or Testament ? 

How many scholars are learning the Spell- 
ing- Book ? 

How many scholars are learning the 4/pha 
bet ? 

What is the number of teachers, who, after 
their connexion with the school, have made 
a public profession of religion? 


. What is the number of scholars, who, since 


their connexion with the school, have made 
a public profession of religion ? 

Have you Libraries attached to your schools? 
If you have, how many volumes ? 

Is the Sabbath School Concert of Prayer ob- 
served by your teachers on the second Mon- 
day evening of every month? and if so, will 
you take up a collection for the Sunday 
school Missionary fund 


- Cannot the churches in connexion with your 


school or society make an annual collection 
for the American Sunday School Union ? 

The payment of thirty dollars at one time, 
or of three dollars annually, constitutes a 


person a member of the American Sunday 
School Union. 


. Will not the friends of Sunday schools in 


your church contribute thirty dollars to con- 

stitute your minister a member of the Union 
tor life? 

Could the Sunday school cause probably be 

home a by the labours of a Sunday wn Boe 
lissionary in your town or vicinity? 


- BCP State by what conveyance the Annual 


Reports of the American Sunday School 
Union may be forwarded to your society. 


- What is the probable annual income of your 


society or school? State how it arises and 
the sums. 


- What are the probable annual expenses? 


State the sums under their separate heads. 


- Do the parents of the scholars contribute any 


thing to the support of the school or society = 


Are the ministers engaged in promoting the 
schools ? 


Von. IL.—tT 
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33. How many times has your school been visit- 
ed by your minister during the past year ? 

54. Have you taken any steps to interest minis- 
ters in your vicinity to promote Sunday 
schools ? 

53. Are there any other Sunday schools in your 
neighbourhood, or societies, or Sunday school 
associations formed for their support and ex- 
tension? If so, state their names, the places 
in which they are situated, and their nearest 
post towns; together with the name and ad- 
dress of their president or secretary; also, 
the number of scholars. 

36. Is it probable that any other Sunday schools, 
even of the smallest description, could be 
established in your neighbourhood? If so, 
state the means which you think would be 
best calculated to produce this effect. 

37. Is your school discontinued during any part 
of the year? If so, has any provision been 
made by your committee, or teachers, to 
bring the scholars together on Sundays, in 
their own, or in neighbours’ houses ? 

58. How many copies of the Sunday School 
['Teachers’] Magazine, published by the A. 
S. S. Union, are subscribed for in your town 
or vicinity? 

59. If there is no Sunday school Union in your 

county, can you adopt any measures to or- 

=. one? 

‘an your society pay its surplus funds to 
the American Sunday School Union? Or, 
can you procure life or annual subscribers 
to its funds? 

41. Are there any causes impeding the progress 
of Sunday school instruction in your neigh- 
bourhood? If so, of what nature are they, 
and what means may be used to remove or 
diminish them? 

42. What effect has your schools produced upon 
the habits and conduct of your scholars, 
their families, or neighbours ? 


40. 


GENERAL OBSERVATIONS. 


Here describe the state of your neighbourhood with respect to edu- 
cation generally; and mention particularly the number and cha- 
racter of common schools. State also the method of teaching 
in your school, or schools—your mode of keeping Receiving, 
Minute, and other Books—description of house in which your 
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school is held; whether you are charged with rent—mode of re- 
warding scholars—remarkable providences concerning teachers, 
scholars, or parents—death of teachers or scholars—their evi- 
dences of piety—instances of conversion ; with any other obser- 
vations you may deem useful and interesting. 


8) eee 


SELECT SCRIPTURE LESSONS FOR SUNDAY SCHOOLS, 


The following selection of scripture lessons, for the Bible and 
Testament classes, is taken from “ Newcome’s Harmony of the 
Gospels,”’* and others will be published in future numbers of the 
Magazine. ‘They have been adopted by several Sunday schools in 
this city, in preference to the selection in our last number, communi- 
cated by a correspondent. No portions are selected for the first Sab- 
bath in the month, that being, in many schools, the reward day, and 
where it is not, the scholars may be profitably occupied in studying 
the ten commandments, rules of the school, or such other subjects 
as the managers may select. As some schools commenced the 
course on Sunday, February 20th, we shall take the dates from that 
day, but those who may subsequently adopt them can arrange the 
lessons accordingly. 

February 20.—Luke 1:1—4. 2 The preface of Luke. 
John 1:1—18. § The preface of John. 
February 27.—Luke 1:5—25. The birth of John the Baptist announced. 
March 13.—Luke 1:26—38. The salutation of Mary. 
March 20.—Luke 1:39—56. Mary’s visit to Elizabeth. 
March 27.—Luke 1:57—79. Birth of John the Baptist. 


Matt. 1:18—25. An angel appears to Joseph. 
10. Luke 2:1—7. Birth of Jesus. 


April ; 

liege ‘30538 é Genealogy of Jesus, 

(Luke 2:83—20, An angel appears to the shepherds, who visit 
April 17-4 rate 1:25. ve 


| Luke 9.9]. Circumcision of Jesus. 
April 24,—Luke 2:22—38. The presentation of Jesus in the temple. 





ASSOCIATION OF SUNDAY SCHOOL TEACHERS. 


The Association of Male Sunday School Teachers of Philadel- 
phia, have received the following questions for discussion. The 6th 
will be considered on the third Monday evening in March, at their 
usual place of meeting, corner of Arch and Third streets. 


Question 6.—Are public Sunday school anniversaries beneficial ? 


7. By what means can the benefits of Sabbath school instruction be se- 
cured to the elder scholars ? 


8. What is the best plan for directing the study of the Bible in Sunday 
schools ? ‘ 


9. By what means can Sunday schools be made more popular and useful? 


* A work of established reputation, which may be obtained at the Deposi- 
tory, 13 north Fourth street. 
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OBITUARY. 


For the American Sunday Schoo! Magazine. 
MR. WILLIAM DAVIS. 


The venerable William Davis, of Fairfield, in the vicinity of 
Meadville, Pa. is supposed to have been the oldest person, at the time 
of his decease, in the county of Crawford. He was born at Drum- 
quinn, in the county of Tyrone, in the north of Ireland, on the 14th 
of May, old style, and died, on the 20th of September, 1824, hav- 
ing entered his ninety-fifth year, full of days, full of hope. 

At the age of five years he was brought to Pennsylvania by his 
worthy parents, who settled near the Delaware river, a few miles 
from Coryell’s ferry. Blessed with a pious education, he early be- 
came a professor of religion, and, for many years, was an elder in 
the presbyterian church. He sustained the character of an upright, 
conscientious, meek, and humble follower of the Lamb of God. 
His bosom companion left this world for a better, in a good old age, 
leng before the subject of this brief notice. : 

or sixteen years prior to his decease, “those that look out of 
the windows”’ were “ darkened,” and he was totally debarred the 
‘we of reading the word of God, which, from childhood, he 
ad been taught to revere, and which, during a great part of his 
life, had been precious to his soul. It was, with him, a matter of 
grateful acknowledgment that, in youth, through the care of his pa- 
rents, he had committed to memory many chapters from the Bible, 
and many of Erskine’s Gospel Sonnets. These were so thoroughly 
impressed upon his mind, that he could repeat them with great cor- 
rectness at the close of his pilgrimage, and they afforded him a 
continual heart cheering repast—an important memento for all, 
who, in the morning of life, have the opportunity of treasuring up 
much from the Holy Scriptures in ielaathastenate 

The evening of his long protracted day was greatly cheered by 
the accounts he heard of the wonderful operations, in different 

arts of the world, for the dissemination of religious truth. Of 
these, the Sabbath school institutions were not the est interesting 
to him, as they are so happily calculated for promoting the tempo- 
ral and eternal welfare of millions of young immortals; and it 
was a source of no small delight to this good old man, to listen to 
his children’s children, when repeating the chapters they had learn- 
ed for an exercise in these most useful establishments. 

The monthly concert of prayer was held at his humble mansion, 
on the first Monday in March, 1823, in which his soul appeared 
much to rejoice. This circumstance is mentioned in order to add 
that Mr. Davis was the mouth of the little assembly to the throne 
of grace in the closing prayer of the occasion. 

It was truly an interesting scene, to behold this venerable patri- 
archal disciple of Jesus, whose life had extended through more 
than a nineteenth part of the Christian era, tottering on the 
verge of eternity, longing to be with his blessed Redeemer, yet pa- 
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tiently waiting till his change should come—uniting with the my- 
riads of Christendom in pouring forth his petitions for the prosper- 
ity of Zion, for the influences of the Holy Spirit to descend like a 
shower from heaven on all the dwellers upon earth, praying for the 
latter day glory of the church, when there shall be one fold and 
one shepherd, and when every knee shall bow to the name of the 


incarnate God. N.N. 
January 31, 1825. 
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GLEANINGS. 





THE MOTHER OF INVENTION, 


Two young ladies of this city, while on a visit to the interior of 
this state last summer, organized a Sabbath school “among the 
mountains,” from which a communication was ns received, an 
extract from which has been obligingly put into our hands. 

“ T cannot say,”’ remarks a teacher, “our school is as interesting 
as it was during the summer; still, we have many things to en- 
courage us to persevere, even through the cold: one circumstance 
let me relate. One of our teachers, a Mr. H. living some distance 
from the school, started last Sabbath to go, but finding the snow 
very much banked up, and very cold, he concluded it best not to 
asaney but thought he would stop and see how a very poor fami- 

were, whose children belonged to his class. On entering, he 

ound one of the boys preparing for school, who had neither shoe 

nor stocking to put on; but as a substitute was sewing old rags on 
his feet, intending then to make his way through the snow to school, 
a distance of nearly two miles. The same ber did not know his 
letters when he entered the school ; now he has bought himself a 
Testament, and can read in it. O may not the conduct of this 
child shame many Sabbath school teachers, who are so ready to find 
an excuse to absent themselves from school? Ah! where is the 
teacher that manifests as much love for the service of God and the 
souls of children, as this child did for his school !” 





A SUNDAY SCHOOL MISSIONARY. 


Sabbath before last, at one of the Sabbath schools in Boston, 
where it has been usual to loan. the children religious tracts, a boy 
of twelve years old, who had been reading the “ Warning to Sab- 
bath Breakers,” returned it to the superintendent, at the same 
time requesting that he might have the loan of it again, together 
with two other tracts of the same kind: “ for,” said he, “1 know 
three very wicked boys, who spend all their Sabbaths in play ; and 
[ think this tract will do them good.” It is needless to say his re- 
quest was readily complied with; and before this time, no doubt, 
he has made use of these little messengers to reform his vicious 
companions.—Jtecorder and Telegraph. 
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** ARE UNBELIEVERS JUSTLE¥ CONDEMNED ?” 


“ Are unbelievers justly condemned? If so, tell me why,” said 
the teacher to a little girl. The answer, which was neatly written 
and handed the next evening to the teacher, providentially fell into 
my hands, and I send you an exact copy, hoping it will find a place 
in the “ Gleanings.” A VISITER. 


“ Unbelievers are certainly condemned: for Christ, their Judge, 
has said so, Mark, 16:16—and justly, for ‘the Lord is righteous in 
all his ways, and holy in all his works,’ ‘nigh unto all them that 
call — im’ in truth. ‘ He will fulfil the desire of them that fear 
him: he also will hear their cry, and will save them :’ he ‘ preser- 
veth all them that love him.’ Pealm 145:17,18,19,20. The reason, 
then, why unbelievers are justly condemned, must be, that they will 
not call upon God in truth, will not fear him, will not love him, 
nor be saved by him.” 








THE TWO MITES. 


While waiting at the Depository for a parcel of tracts to be put 
up, which I had purchased for distribution in my school, a decent, 
honest looking cartman, with his clean frock, entered and inquired 
for tracts, saying “ they were to lend to the poor.” On being asked 
what kind and quantity he wanted, he replied, “ two pence worth,” 
and named, among others, “ The Swearer’s Prayer.” Surprised at 
so singular an application, and attracted by the delightful thought 
of the poor lending to the poor, I turned to the stranger, “ And can 
you give any history of your tracts?” said I. “I can,” he replied ; 
“ there was a poor sinner, and fellow labourer of mine, that used to 
swear greatly. ; I lent him that tract, now more than a year ago; I 
am with him every day, and I have not heard him utter an oath 
YY since. Yes,” he added, “I have known these little tracts to 
i do a deal of good.” So taking his twenty pages, with seemingly a 
' heartfelt satisfaction, he said, as he departed, “ We will see what 
| these will do, with the blessing of God.” “ Heaven’s blessing fol - 
low thee and thy rwo mrres’ worth!” I mentally exclaimed, “ and 
the guidance of the Holy Spirit go with thy messengers of truth, to 
bless thy brethren among the poor, and make them rich in faith, and 
heirs of the promises. ‘Thou hast done what thou couldest,’ ‘ and 
thou shalt be accepted according to thy heart,’ and ‘let thy works 
praise thee in the gates.’ ” I thought too, that with his truly Chris- 
tian heart, his was the privilege to say, with the faith and piety of 
the apostle, “silver and gold have I none, but such as I have, I give 
unto thee.”” With these reflections I took my bountiful portion of 
bas tracts with unusual alacrity, and as I had compared them with the 
4 poor stranger’s offering, I deemed it a spiritual treasury that might 
indeed do “ a deal of good.” This pleasing fact appeals to the rich 
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% and the poor. Let it be faithfully and generously answered : “ Go 
hi, and do likewise.”—Communicated by a Superintendent. 
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MARY WALKER. 


The following instance of early piety, though not found in a Sab- 
bath school, is, nevertheless, most worthy a record here. Teachers 
of common, ner of Sabbath schools, can read it without an in- 
quiry into their own spiritual state, nor without exciting a feeling 
of deep concern for the eternal interests of the young immortals 
committed to their care. The account, (which we must abridge,) 
was communicated by A. D. Merrill, to the editor of Zion’s He- 
rald, a respectable religious newspaper published in Boston. 

An interesting girl at the age of nine years, was the first subject 
of a revival of religion in Saxon’s village, Vermont. After deep 
convictions, and great distress, on account of her sins, she sought 
and found the Lord Jesus Christ; and no sooner had she become a 
follower of him, than she felt a deep concern for the souls of her 
schoolmates and friends. One day, when the scholars went out of 
school in the afternoon, she improved the opportunity to exhort them 
a to repentance, and her efforts produced a great effect on their 
4 ininds. 
ee “When they came into school they were observed to be weep- 
; 4 ing. This led the mistress of the school to inquire into the occa- 
| # sion of their grief; when one immediately replied, ‘ Mary has been 
4 talking to us about dying, and about religion.’ This occasioned no 
a small surprise in the mind of the mistress, who then asked Mary if 
she wished to talk more with the children. Mary said she did; 
and after obtaining liberty she proceeded to exhort them, one by 
one; and then, with veneration, turned to her mistress, and exhort- 
ed her gently, but powerfully, to prepare to meet her God. The 
mistress was struck with astonishment: but perceiving that Mary 
did not appear to be satisfied, she asked her if she wished to pray? 
She answered in the affirmative, and falling on her knees, she im- 
plored the blessing of God on the little assembly. This was a new 
scene to the mistress of the school—to see and hear her little pu- 
pils crying and sobbing all around her, and a little precious infant 
scholar teaching her and tiem what they never knew before. She 
at length dismissed her school for the day; and little Mary took 
her Bible, called her mates, and led them to an adjoining wood, 


ae where she read and prayed with them, and entreated them to re- 
2 pent and turn to God. ‘This was the commencement of a glorious 
y reformation, which has spread until more than one hundred souls 
. have been happily converted to God.” 





HOW TO WORK AND PRAY. 


‘We should act with as much energy as those who expect every 
thing from themselves ; and we should pray with as much earnest- 
ness as those who expect every thing from God. 
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j| joiced that ministers are beginning 


LETTER TO THE EDITOR. 


New Haven, ( Conn.) Feb. 15, 1825. 


Str, 

T last evening attended in this place 
the Sabbath School Monthly Concert 
of Prayer. The number of persons 
present was respectable, notwith- 
standing the weather was unpleasant 
and the walking extremely bad. The 
reflections which the occasion was 
calculated to excite were alone suf- 
ficient to render the meeting interest- 
ing: but the fervency of the prayers 
to which I listened, and the animat- 
ing intelligence which was communi- 
cated, could not fail greatly to in- 
crease that interest. Several extracts 
were read from the English and Ame- 
rican Sabbath School Magazines, con- 
taining much information that was 
both pleasing and profitable. 

It was also mentioned by the su- 

rintendent that a letter had lately 

een received from Lockport, New- 
York, stating that a revival of religion 
had commenced in the Sabbath School 
in that place—that twelve of the scho- 
lars and three of the teachers had 
already become hopeful subjects of 
grace—and that the work was still 
progressing. An individual who was 
present repeated the substance of a 
conversation which he had lately had 
with a distinguished minister of the 
gospel who had expressed much in- 
terest upon the subject of Sabbath 
schools—and said that he considered 
them as among the most important 
institutions of the age. Speaking of 
a certain layman much engaged in 
the Sabbath school cause, he had 
said, he believed that man was doing 
more good than almost any minister 
of his acquaintance. This statement 
was peculiarly interesting to those 
present, because they were acquaint- 
ed with the minister himself, and 
well knew that he was a man accus- 
tomed to reflect much before he ex- 
ressed his opinion. It was pecu- 
iarly interesting to me, because I[ 
have often wished to see those who 
occupy the important stations of 
watchmen on the walls of Zion more 
awake to the everlasting interests of 
the rising generation. We are re- 
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to imitate more and more the exam- 
ple of him who in the most expres- 
sive manner signified his feelings 
towards “little children.” And we 
believe the only reason why they 
have not in a more general and more 
energetic manner espoused the cause 
of Sabbath schools, is, that they have 
not attended to it sufficiently to see 
its excellence and its importance. 
But we desire to be grateful, that the 
cause is advancing—its friends are 
multiplying—its influence is extend- 
ing—extending rapidly. Mankind are 
beginning to learn, that it is much 
easier to t the formation of 
sinful habits than to eradicate them 
when formed—that it is less difficult 
to bend the tender twig than the stub- 
born oak—that it is best to train up a 
child in the way in which he should 
go, since we have the divine assu- 
rance that when he is old he will not 
depart from it. Cc. 





TO THE CORRESPONDING SECRETARY. 


Crawford Co., Pa., Feb. 1, 1825. 


The Sabbath school interest is near 
my heart, and having first entered the 
field in the region on this side the 
Alleghany river, I have felt it a duty 
to persevere, and, as opportunity of- 
fered, establish schools far and near ; 
but, from the novelty of the thing in 
this part of the world, the difficulty 
of ra&ing money for any benevolent 
object, the prejudices of some and 
the lukewarmness of more, I have 
endeavoured to adopt and pursue 
such plans as should not, for a 
season, call for any money—such 
as should remove the prejudices 
which existed, and arouse the atten- 
tion of the cold hearted. A kind 
Providence has smiled on the exer- 
tions made—our schools have been 
multiplied in all directions, and | 
have been frequently solicited to 
visit places considerably remote, to 
form Sabbath schools, and have al- 
ways been able to gratify the desires 
of such applicants—and during the 
last year there has been a greater 
excitement in favour of these little 
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nurseries of the church than at any 
former period, and the attention Is 
still awake. 

A few weeks since, I made a Sab- 
bath school missionary tour of about 
fifty miles, preaching daily and ad- 
dressing the schools purposely col- 
lected, distributing the tracts, Testa- 
ments and Bibles according to stipu- 
lation, and unfolding, largely, the 
design, importance, and blessings of 
these institutions. It was in a region 
of much opposition, [am sorry to say, 
from those who profess to love the 
truth! However, some of the most 
intelligent of [that body] themselves 
attended, and, I am happy to state, 
every satisfaction was given which 
could be desired; insomuch that now 
not a few of those who opposed, I 
have reason to believe, will be among 
the warmest friends to the cause. The 
result was, the formation of two addi- 
tional schools, and I since learn the 
people are warmly engaged in the 
enterprise. 

My method has been to give one 
tract for reciting, with little or no 
prompting, 100 verses of Scripture ; 
a Testament for 500 verses, and a 
Bible for 2000 verses. I have distri- 
buted in this way 200 Testaments, 
and tracts to an unknown amount. 
Many families are now much better 
provided with Bibles and Testaments 
than they otherwise would have been ; 
and the tracts are doing an unknown 
and incalculable amount of good 
among people of all denominations, 
and in vast numbers of our cabins, 
where no books but the Bible and 
spelling book were to be found. Be- 
sides, a taste for reading is excited 
where such a taste had no previous 
existence. 





The plan of the library, | 


of which you have been apprised, | 


produces a noble effect: adults, both 
men and women, are now learning 
and reciting the Scriptures to obtain 
a share of its privileges. This ob- 
tained, in any family, provides the 
same with the use of many valuable 
books, which, with the blessing of 


Heaven, will do an amount of good | 
never to be known until the last great | 


day. I hope to persevere in forming 
and encouraging Sabbath schools as 
long as I continue here, either with 


er without pecuniary assistance. The | 
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cause is glorious! and no one should 
be backward to promote it in what- 
ever way may seem best.” 


Remarxs.—Accounts still more 
deeply interesting would be drawn 
from other parts of the country could 
the Society employ missionaries to 
search out the nakedness of the land. 
This extract is presented to our read- 
ers, and it is deemed sufficient to ex- 
cite in their minds a deep conviction 
of the importance of Sabbath school 
missionary efforts; and to prompt us 
all to raise the voice of thanksgiving 
to God for what he has already done 
by these means in onr western wilds. 
Think how much of the word of God 
has been treasured up in the minds 
of “men, and women, and children, 
and the strangers that are within our 
gates that have not known any thing,” 
and then you will have a high motive 
for earnest supplication that the God 
of heaven and earth would make his 
truth effectual to the salvation of their 
souls, 

The first Sabbath school in the 
Union, to which this letter refers, 
was formed in 1816—and, at the close 
of 1822, there were seven schools— 
in 1823, thirty-one new schools were 
added—and in 1824, twenty-four— 
and in 1825, two—making the whole 
number sixty-four, nearly, if not quite, 
all of which were organized by this 
missionary. 





FROM BALTIMORE, MARYLAND. 


I am happy to inform ae that the 
proposition for the Sabbath School 
Concert for Prayer met with the 
most cordial approbation of our So- 
ciety. Asacommittee has been ap- 
pointed to adopt measures for its 
promotion, I trust we shall soon have 
it in efficient operation. Paul may 
plant and Apollos water, but God 
alone giveth the increase; and, cer- 
tainly, a richer blessing will attend 
our labours, if by fervent and united 
supplications we make known our 


| requests unto God, 





FROM CHAMBERSBURGH, PA. 


The superintendent of the female 
school at Chambersburgh, Pennsyl- 
vania, writes thus: 
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“In one of our valleys, about twen- 
ty-two miles distant, a school has been 
ormed, which has upwards of sixty 
scholars, and eight or ten teachers. 
When it was about to be formed, we 

uested such of our children as 
wished to promote Sunday schools to 
assist us with little books, and were 
much gratified the two following 
Sundays with their contributions of 
seventy premium books. Another 
school has been formed about four 
miles distant.” 


PITTSBURGH, PA., 8. S. UNION, 


The Seventh Annual Report of this 
Union has just been received. Its 
ings statements must be reserved 

or our annual report, but the follow- 
ing may now be given : 

The African School exhibits the 
novel sight of a grandfather, father 
and son employed in the same school 
at the same time in learning the word 
of God, A coloured woman, taught 
in that School, was there brought to 
the knowledge and acknowledgment 
of the truth, and is now an active and 
zealous Christian, doing much good 
on the island of N. » where she 
now resides. 

In another School, many young 
persons have become hopefully pi- 
ous. A few young lads have long 
been in the habit of attending a 
prayer mecting early on Sabbath 
morning, and have become worthy 
members of the church of Christ. 

In another School, a little girl, aged 
twelve, died last summer in the full 
enjoyment of Christian hope. In this, 
as in other schools, there are inte- 
resting teachers, who, themselves, 
were formerly Sunday scholars, and 
the managers express the opinion 
that persons of this class make the 
most efficient teachers. 

We regret extremely that the Report 
does not furnish a statement of the 
whole number of teachers and scho- 
lars connected with this important 
union, and in hopes that some one 
interested in the prosperity of the 
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rt. Judging from our own expe- 
reali a ae say it were oo 
easy task for some one to visit all the 
schools, if they are located within a 
circumference of fifteen or eighteen 
miles, and ascertain the state of each. 
This su ion is respectfully offer- 
ed to the consideration, not only of 
the rsof the Pittsburgh Union, 
but to all others who are at this sea- 
son collecting materials for their an- 
nual reports. 

Officers for the present year: 

President—Rev. J. Stockton. 

Vice Prestdent—J. Marshall. 

Treasurer—James Wilson. 

Secretary—Hugh Church: 

Managers—Luke Loomis, John 
M‘Kee, Wm. G. Davis, J. H. Lamo- 


din, Joshua Logan. 


NEW-YORK CITY, 


General Association of Sunday School 
Teachers.—At the December meeting 
the attendance was unusually full ; 
several of the the General Visiting 
Committee were present. The sub- 
ject for discussion was, “How shall 
teachers be excited to a greater in- 
terest in their schools.” Much was 
said on this subject; the general 
tenor of the remarks was, that a 
greater familiarity with the subject 
in all its details was calculated to give 
renewed excitement to the minds of 
Sunday school teachers. It was ob- 
served that teachers are too apt to 
make the duties of the class a mat- 
ter of the Sabbath day only ; whereas 
the care of it should be continually 
on the mind; it should enter into all 
his thoughts, and be remembered in 
all his prayers; it should occupy his 
mind as well at hours of business as 
those of retirement. Teachers should 
_ reflect more upon it, put the matter 
_ more home to their hearts, pray more 
| for it, and talk more of it. When 
| Sunday school teachers meet, they 
| should inquire for Sunday school in- 
_telligence, and narrate some anec- 
dote, and thus warm their hearts 
“by the way.” It was strongly and 





Society, will endeavour to collect | feelingly urged on the meeting by a 


and furnish us with this information, 
we shall, at present, omit to give 
the number mentioned in the Re- 





, member (a teacher) that the cares of 


the school should be the burden of 


the weck—with paternal feeling, the 
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scholars should always be remem- 
bered by their teachers; when ab- 
sent they should plan for their best 
interests,—prepare for their instruc- 
tion: the subject should be an ever 
present one, and thus it could not fail 
of exciting an interest for all his im- 
portant duties in the school. It was 
further observed, “that a frequent 
meeting of the teachers for familiar 
conversation on the subject would 
encourage them to exertion, as well 
as improve them; it was proposed 
that the teachers at such meetings 
should discuss the monthly question, 
and thus come better prepared to at- 
tend this public meeting: in conclu- 
sion it was resolved, that in future, 
instead of two members being ap- 
pointed to open the debate, that a 
committee be appointed to report on 
the question for discussion, that the 
Society might thus be in possession 
of a series of essays on Sunday school 
subjects for the benefit of the schools. 

By the reports of the superintend- 
ents, the schools, with one exception, 
it appears, are ina very flourishing 
state in all respects. 

January.—At this meeting but few 
schools were reported. The Commit- 
tee reported on the question, “How 
shall an interest be excited among 
congregations in behalf of Sunday 
schools.” Their Report, by order of the 
meeting, was directed to be forwarded 
for publication in the American Sun- 
day School Magazine. But little discus- 


sion took place on the question, as | 


but few members were present, and 
the Committee had made extensive 
remarks on the subject: some of the 
points were, however, enlarged upon, 
and much interest excited, and teach- 
ers resolved to put several of the hints 
into immediate practice. A commit- 
tee was appointed to draft a circular 
address to the ministers of the gospel 
in this city. 

February 7.—This meeting was at- 
tended but by few, owing to the usual 
notifications having been omitted. 
Such schools as reported were doing 
well, The subject for discussion was 
postponed till March. Several of the 
members reported that they had met 
with unlooked for success from the 
practice of the useful hints comprised 
in the Report read at the last meeting. 
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A communication from the Board 
of Managers of the New-York Sun- 
day School Union stated that they 
had appointed a standing committee 
of arrangements for “the Sabbath 
School Concert of Prayer,” and de- 
sired three members might be = 
pointed by the Association of Teach- 
ers to co-operate with them, and the 
appointment was accordingly made. 
A resolution was also passed that no 
future session of the meeting of 
teachers should continue longer than 
two hours. 





JOURNAL OF AN ITINERANT. 


A traveller in the western part of 
Pennsylvania, and Ohio, &c, whose 


journal has been published in the 


Pittsburgh Recorder, makes the fol- 
lowing remarks on the subject of Sab- 
bath schools. 

These important institutions have 
had existence in many, perhaps all 
the congregations which I vistited, 
But it is to be deeply lamented, that in 
some they are totally extinct, and in 
others, sig they still exist, they 
have sadly declined in numbers and 
usefulness. This may be owing, in 
some instances, to the want of system 
in the management of schools, and 
the want of suitable rewards to be- 
stow upon the scholars; but itis per- 
haps more attributable to the opposi- 
tion of some denominations, to these 
institutions, in particular places—to 
the extreme indifference and negli- 
gence of some parents—and to the 
want of zeal, energy, and persever- 
ance in those who embark in the 
business of instruction.—Alas! are 
there not inevery church two or three 
persons who will not grow weary in 
well-doing—who will put their hand 
to the plough and not look back— 
who will not be diverted from their 
object by instability of mind, the love 
of ease, the indifference of the luke- 
warm or the opposition of enemies to 
this cause? It is sincerely hoped, 


that every school that has become ex- 
tinct will be resuscitated—that every 
one that is languishing will be revived 
—and that all those which retain their 
life and usefulness, will be crowned 
with more rich and abundant bless 


ings. 
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MARCH, 








SOUTH CAROLINA, 


We have just received, through the 
Southern Intelligencer, the report of 
two Sunday schools in connexion with 
the Society, not embraced in the no- 
tices given in our last. 

** Bethel Baptist Sunday School, 


‘Sumter Districtt—This school com- 


menced on Lord’s day, Feb. 1, 1824, 
with 12 scholars and 3 teachers; and 
increased to 98 children and 12 teach- 
ers. The advancement of the children 
has been very great, and the en- 
couragement for the teachers to pro- 
ceed in the work more than 
they could have anticipated ; but the 
inclemency of the winter season, the 
badness of the roads through which 
many of the children had to walk from 
2 to 4 miles, and other local difficul- 
ties, induced the teachers to suspend 
the school at the close of its 3d quar- 
ter until the first Lord’s day in the 
ensuing March, when they hope again 
to resume their labours. During the 
first quarter the children recited as 
follows: 5041 verses of Scripture, 
1160 Hymns, and answered 3339 
questions in the catechism. 

**The New-Hope Baptist Sunday 
school, Sumter District, about six 
miles below the Bethel, was opened 
on Lord’s day, August 15th, with 40 
children, and has increased to near 
80; but at the present time, the 
causes which induced the teachers at 
Bethel to suspend their school, oper- 
ate against the regular attendance at 
New-Hope. 

“The teachers feel determined 
through grace to persevere, and have 
no doubt that with the opening spring 
their prospects will brighten, and the 
numbers who attend regularly, in- 
crease. The establishing of these 
schools has induced a spirit of atten- 
tion in the surrounding parts of the 
district and plans are laid for the for- 
mation of several other schools.” 





CEYLON. 


Last month we mentioned that a 
work of grace had commenced among 
the scholars at Ceylon, and we can 
now state, from the Missionary He- 
rald, that on the 30th of March last, 


the scholars at the different stations 


a 
were 
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were assembled at Manepy, 170 in 
number; 92 of whom where found to 
cherish a hope in the Lord Jesus 
Christ. The missionaries themselves 
entertain a hope for as many as 80. 

At the dedication of an old Dutch 
Church, built about 100 years ago, 
and now repaired for the use of the 
missionaries, nearly 700 persons were 
present. Before they separated, Dr. 
Scudder asked, who is to renounce 
his idols, and embrace the religion of 
Jesus?—As many as 200 rose up in 
token of assent ! 


ONEIDA COUNTY, NEW-YORK. 


A letter from the Rev. John Frost! 
of Whitsboro, New-York, in a letter 
tothe editor of the Western Recorder 
of Feb. 7th, states that an unusual at. 
tention to religion prevails there in 
both Presbyterian and Baptist Sociec- 
ties. He remarks : 

** At present I will only add, for the 
benefit and encouragement of Bible 
Classes, and Sabbath schools, that 
two Bible classes established a few 
months since, and the instruction im- 
parted by the superintendents and 
teachers in the Sabbath school, have 
been by the blessing of God, among 
the most useful means of providing 
and extending this good work among 
us.” 


HAYTI, 


TO THE CORRESPONDING SECRETARY. 


Port au Platt, Jan. 25, 1825. 


Mr pear sir, Since I wrote you 
from Samana,* by the Four Sons, the 
incidents I should be pleased to in- 
form you of, have multiplied at a 
great rate, and I can tell you but a 
part. Iwill select those which are 
most likely to interest you. 

At Samana I did not lose sight of 
Sabbath school interests, and took 
some steps for the formation of two 
schools, which I doubt not have gone 
into operation. I had made an ap- 
pointment to meet the emigrants, and 
aid in forming a Sunday school, the 


* The letter was duly received, 
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Sabbath I was there, but an unhappy 
accident prevented my going to their 
residence on Saturday, and on Sabbath 
morning I could not procure a horse, 
and it was too far from the landing to 
walk. 1 however visited them in the 
afternoon, had many of them to- 
gether, addressed them, and gave 
them some of the books with which 
you furnished me, and so far organ- 
ized the Sunday schools, as to feel 
assured one and probably two would 
go into operation the Sunday follow- 
ing (last Sabbath.) There are some 
excellent men among the emigrants 
at Samana, who feel the importance 
of religious instruction, who have 
embraced the project of a Sunday 
school with great interest. You will 
doubtless before long hear from the 
emigrants of that place, as I gave 
them one of your reports, and in- 
structed them to write to you, and 
how to address their letter. But 
without waiting to hear from them, 
I wish your society would write them 
(at Samana) and send a supply of 
books. It will be next to impossible 
for them in this early state of their 
settlement to raise any thing to pay 
for their books, and they will never 
need them more. I hope therefore 
by the first vessel to Samana you will 
forward a package of suitable books 
for the Sunday schools, directed to 
“ Messrs, Copeling and Butler, care of 
Daniel Copeling, to be left with Mr. 
Bossier of the Custom House, Sa- 
mana.” Three hundred and fifty emi- 
grants have already arrived there, 
more will soon join these, and good 
use will be made of the books, and in 
time you will receive an ample return. 
Send a letter of instructions to them, 
and propose a correspondence. At 
this place, Port au Platt, the greater 
part of the emigrants have subscrib- 
ed to support a Sabbath school; a 
** Board of instruction of the emi- 
grants,” has been formed, anda week 
school in French and English, will 
commence immediately. A subscrip- 
tion by the citizens here has been 
taken up to the amount of three hun- 
dred dollars, a place has been readily 
furnished by the people, and the 
prospects for their education are very 
fair. 1 attended service with them 
last Sabbath, and measures are taken 








—_— 


to continue the service, besides the 
Sunday school. Part of the emigrants 
are Episcopalians, and a part are 
Presbyterians. I have recommended 
to them to use the prayer book part 
of the time, and part the Presbyterian 
mode of worship. They unite to- 
gether, and I doubt not but will be 
harmonious. There are some excel- 
lent men and women, and my hopes 
are high for the prosperity of good 
things here. Their advantages are 
immense, and if they do not prosper 
it will be their own fault. They are 
highly delighted with their situation 
and privileges, though they feel they 
are not in Philadelphia enjoying their 
privileges there. But they would 
not go back for any thing. They 
have the finest land given them, some 
have already their gardens growing, 
and feel they are tilling their own 
land, and for themselves. 

i will give you a brief account of 
the proceedings of last Sabbath. | 
signified to Mr. Granville my wish to 
attend public worship with the emi- 
grants, and immediately a place was 
furnished by the Governor. 1 found 
on Saturday evening it was noised 
about that I was to preach, and the 
novelty of a Protestant meeting was 
exciting much interest. The Roman 
Catholic priest called upon me to 
know the hour of meeting, so as to 
accommodate him, that he might at- 
tend; and when he learned it would 
be at 10 o’clock, he invited me to 
with him to his service at 8 o’clock, 
and afterwards he would go with me. 
1 became unwell in the night, and for 
several hours thought I should not be 
able to go out, but I got relief in the 
morning, and though very weak was 
grateful for strength so as to perform 
the service. I was not able to attend 
with the Padre, but that did not pre- 
vent his attendance at our service. 
As | walked towards the house I saw 
a throng about it, and as I came up 
saw the Governor had placed a guard 
tu prevent the room being occupied 
that was prepared for the emigrants 
and respectable citizens. The citi- 
zens of the first rank, male and female 
attended, many of whom understand 
English, and a throng was about the 
windows, doors and piazzas. At my 
right near me was the Padre and the 
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Commander of the Port; before me 
the Governor and his aids; at my left 
my clerk, Mr. Webb, an emigrant 
from Philadelphia, gave me much 
assistance in giving out the Psalms 
and in good singing. As the service 
, an officer commanded perfect 

silence, and deep interest and solem- 
nity reigned in the meeting. I could 
here and there see the tear start, and 
surely it was an interesting occasion 
to me. I hope, my friend, it has been 
the commencement of things for 
this place. A lady remarked that in 
seeing me addressing the emigrants, 
she could not but think of Moses 
preaching to the Israelites and leadin 
them from the land of bondage. A 
truly these people are leaving a land 
of bitter bondage. At 5 P. M. I met 
them again but only to make arrange- 
ments for continuing the meetings 
and commencing the Sunday school. 
My strength would not permit me to 
address them; Mr. Granville however 
addressed the emigrants, and also as- 
sured them all I had said was truth, 
and that his government would give 
them every aid possible, and informed 
them that $300 had been raised to 
open a week school. A meeting was 
eae for the evening. A Board 

Instruction chosen, and the next 
morning the Board met at my lodg- 
ings, where suitable regulations were 
adopted. Thus, I trust, a good work 
was begun that'day. I shall send an 
order to Messrs. Bliss and White for a 
quantity of books for the emigrants, 
and I trust you will make a liberal do- 
nation. The Americans here are 
helping them nobly, and among them 
a Mr. M‘Kinly, whose brother you 
doubtless know. He will receive 
consignments of books without ex- 
pense. 


Your's truly. L. D. Dewer. 


TO TUK CORRESPONDING SECRETARY. 
Port cu Platt, Jan, 29, 1825. 


Sir, I have the happiness, as Secre- 
tary of the Board of Instruction of the 
Union Sunday School in this city, to 
inform you that we have forwarded 
to New-York the sum necessary to 
constitute our Union an auxiliary to 
the Society for which vou act as Cor- 








nding Secretary. That you may 
understan me, I will add a minute 
of the emigrants’ proceedings. 

“ At the call of the Rev. E D. De- 
wey, the emigrants at Port au Platt, 
Hayti, met, and unanimously adopted 
the following preamble and resolu- 
tion, viz: “ Whereas, the emigrants 
having seen the benefits of Sunday 
schools in America, and being anxious 
that these advantages should be en- 
joyed by us in our newly adopted 
country, therefore, 

“ Resolved, That we will support, 
by teaching, contributing funds, or in 
such ways as we shall be able, a 
* Sunday School Union’ in this city; 
and de now form a Sunday School 
Union according to the plan recom- 
mended by the ‘American Sunday 
School Union,’ to be a branch of it at 
Port au Platt.’” 

The natives have furnished us with 
a house to hold public worship, where 
we shall keep a French and English 
school: they have also raised among 
the people of this place three hundred 
dollars, a part of which has been sent 
on to New-York to purchase books 
for the schools, which are already in 
operation, as Bibles and other books 
can be purchased much lower* with 
you than they can be here. 1 doubt 
not but you will take steps to make 
us a donation of books, and thereby 
assist a long afflicted people, who 
have just begun to ee in 
those privileges that have so long 
been denied them in the country 
which gave them birth. Should you 
be successful in obtaining the books 
solicited, you will please address 
them to “Francis Webb, Secretary 
of the Board of Instruction, Port au 
Platt.” Very respectfully yours, 

(Signed) Francts Wess, Sec’. 


Members of the Board of Instruction. 


Henry Purpa, Chairman, 
Isaac Rexp, TJ'reasurer, 
Francis Wesp, Secretary, 
Henry WILKs, 

Juremian HIL1, 

Noan M‘Naytz, 

Ratra NExson, 


nn Seen es rae Se blica- 
tions of the i Sunday School Union o! 
Messrs. Bliss and White, No. 128, Broadway, 
New-York, on the same terms at which they are 


sokd at the Depositery in this city. 
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ASSOCIATION OF MALE SUNDAY SCHOOL 
TEACHERS, PHILADELPHIA. 


The meeting of the Association in 
January was attended by but few 
teachers. Reports were received from 
only fourteen schools, owing, we be- 
lieve, to the omission of sending no- 
tices. We would remark, that the 
superintendents and managers of the 
schools might obviate this difficulty 
very early by making such memoran- 
dum as to remind them of the teach- 
ers’ meeting, which is held at the 
corner of Third and Arch Streets, 
on the THIRD MONDAY EVENING of 
every month. It is of great impor- 
tance that all the teachers should at- 
tend: the questions brought before 
the meeting are such, generally, as 
concern every teacher in the city and 
its vicinity, for there is no school so 
perfect in its system as to forbid the 
expectation of improvement; and if 
any one employs a method of instruc- 
tion better than is known to his fel- 
low-labourers, he will have an oppor- 
tunity of rendering it available to 
all of them; and this we should sup- 
pose he would be prompted to do by 
the very principle which calls forth 
his Sabbath day efforts in his school. 
Jn many schools which we have visited 
there is a want of system, and we 
know of no way in which the evil 
complained of is so likely to be ob- 
viated as by a poset attendance at 
the meetings of the Association. 

A notice of the discussion at this 
meeting will be found on another 
page. The question next on the list 
1s one of very great importance, and 
should receive a general expression 
of the sense of the teachers connected 
with the Association. It relates to 
the propriety of holding public an- 


niversaries for the Sabbath School 


children. At present there are diffe- 
rent opinions on this subject among 
the teachers in this city. If a ce- 
lebration of this kind should be held 
at the approaching Anniversary of 
the American Sunday School Union, 
it is desirable to have all the schools 
assembled, and, therefore, before the 
question is decided, the sentiments 
of the whole company of teachers 
should be known. This question was 
partially considered at the meeting 
in February, but the meeting being 











small, (the evening was unpleasant) 
it was postponed and made the order 
for the meeting in March, when we 
hope a general attendance will be 
given. 

We do not express any opinion as 
to the expediency of assembling the 
female schools on such an occasion, 
conceiving it to depend much upon 
circumstances, particularly whether a 
suitable and comfortable place could 
be procured for their accommoda- 
tion, and that the conductors of those 
schools themselves are best able te 
decide the question. 

We hope some of our correspond- 
ents will favour us with their views 
on the subject of holding public an- 
niversaries, in which the children 
may participate. 

At the last meeting four schools, 
two of them recently organized, were 
entered on the roll, making a total of 
fifty-seven. 





WEST INDIES. 


St. Bartholomews.—The Governor 
and Council attended the examination 
of the Sunday and Day School. Up- 
wards of 100 scholars took their seats 
near the pulpit, and Mr. French ex- 
amined them in their catechisms, &c. 
After they had sung two or three 
hymns, he engaged in prayer. His 
excellency wishing to have a perfect 
knowledge of their improvement, 
took the Bible, and examined every 
class, from the first to the twelfth, in 
reading, spelling, and in the alpha- 
bet; and in this laborious task he 
seemed to take a great delight, espe- 
cially when he found any little black 
boy or girl that could read well. When 
his excellency had his mind satisfied 
in their examination, he then ordered 
all the classes to be brought up to him 
again, after which he wrote down 
every boy and girl’s name in each 
class, affixing a particular mark to the 
names of those who read or spelled 
well, with an intention to reward 
them for their improvement and 
conduct. His excellency called the 
teachers, and thanked them for their 
services, hoped they would not be 
weary in well doing, took down their 
names, and said he would not forget 
what they had done for the rising ge- 
neration. 
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POETRY. Mowers received by the Treasurer of 
the American Sunday School Union, 
i from the 20th of December to the 





SELECTED. 20th of February, 1825. 
to the Editor of the American Sunday School INITIATORY SUBSCRIPTIONS. 
per wey wabliale west From the a auxiliary schools 
and unions. 

delightful verses, on a scriptural sub- 9 py: nore Female Union, — - g3 
ject. Will you insert them, with the || 7). perhtown Free S. Asso 3 
int that pieces of this character || 7s Chunck Lord’s Dav 8. S. 3 
would be useful and pleasing for the || "),) rfolk $8. Union, - y ‘ead 
elder boys to commit for recitation, ||"). *) 0.» §. §. Philadelphia 3 
and may infuse into the mind a par- || ‘o 7s §. Asso. Phila elphia 3 
tiality for sacred poetry, and might | Stoystown Sunday S. Union, sig 
ps ° oy peor for the contempla- || 7-19 NW. J. Meth. Epis. 8.8.8.3 
wom Gencred subjects. Weccacoe S. S. Asso. Philada. 3 


A TEacuen,. 


Eye hath not seen, canis matthew in From Life Subscribers, 
. nor ear 3; nei ve ‘ 
entered into the heart of man, the things From the children of several 


whieh God hath prepared for them that love private schools in this city 

him. to constitute General La 
With many a bright and wond’rous scene FAaxETTE a life member of 
Amis eo my oe oe sight, the American 8. S. Union, 

ee ven ‘ 
Aaa yee “starry teain” of night. ($35 before acknowledg- _ 
ed.) - - : - 9.62 

Warm are the ¢ that the ear ; 

+ a a ner | poral From Annual Subscribers. ; 
When the bard pours the stream of song, Henry Gibbs, ° . - 

Or music steals the soul away. Isaae Ashmead, - a — 
And the mind’s eye, by faney’s light, L.Johnson, - - - - 3 
Fa mar anal LB epee Donations. 

an ever ‘dea e 

Or ever earthly poet told, Rev. E.S. Ely, D.D. - “hes 


Miss Hughes, Treasurer of the 
First Adult School Society, 
for the benefit of Adult Schs. 26.50 


For the Missionary Fund. 


~ * Set what oie ear, “ 
soaring t can yie 

Age the rich treasures of the skies, : 
The GLORY yet to be reveal’d! 


To tell of their high seats of bliss, Amoum of Collections at the 
te ae oy = areggat Sabbath School Concert in 
The mansions are “ for those he loves !”" Philadelphia, - - - 18.17 
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Rotices and Acknowledgments. 


“* The Elder Scholars.’—A correspondent is informed, that the article 
bearing the above title published in our last number, was written by a respect- 
able Clergyman of the Presbyterian church, a fact which we were authorized 
to state, but did not at that time. Having been long a zealous labourer in 
the Sunday school cause himself, and highly appreciating these institu tions, 
he observed with sorrow the general apathy of Christians on this subject, and 
felt at liberty to be very free in his remarks ; but he could not have intended 
to censure any particular class of either clergymen orlaymen, though, doubt- 
less, he intended to entreat both to be more zealous and persevering in pro- 
moting Sabbath schools. 

h School Concert.—The collection at the Concert of Prayer in this 
city last month ameunted to nine dollars. As the ‘‘ Committee on Missions’’ 
intend to recommend, to the Board at their next meeting, the appointment 
of four Sunday school Missionaries, we hope collections for the Missionary 
Fund will be taken up at the Concert in other places. Donations for this 
object will be most thankfully received at this time. 











